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edible fig that a perfect fruit was the result.
The wasp, introduced into the United States,
gave marvellous results. Climate, soil, and a
market were already favourable; it needed only
the help of this wasp, which had been doing its
work for centuries in Asia. To tell the truth,
the go-ahead American was a little longer than
usual in finding out this process of caprification,
which some of us have known of in the East for
many years, but which America discovered only
sixteen years ago. These wasps, no doubt,
played their part in perfecting the samples of
figs which Cato the Censor brought back with
him from Africa on the historic occasion when
he told the Senate that, if Rome was to be
saved, Carthage must be destroyed. The
results, however, have been amazing. In
1891, California produced only 360,000 Ib.
of figs of inferior quality. In 1906, the out-
put reached 7,000,000 Ib., and the fruit;was
declared superior to that grown at Smyrna.
The cactus is a sad vegetable which strikes
the dominant note in every desert, yet Mr.
Luther Burbank has succeeded in producing
an edible cactus as food for man and beast.
Here is a transformation for the Turkish Govern-
ment to introduce.
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